UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE

Fancy was ushered into a little tea-room and Dick
went to the stables to see to the feeding of Smart.
In face of the significant twitches of feature that were
visible in the ostler and labouring men idling around,
Dick endeavoured to look unconscious of the fact that
there was any sentiment between him and Fancy
beyond a tranter's desire to carry a passenger home.
He presently entered the inn and opened the door
of Fancy's room.

* Dick, do you know, it has struck me that it is
rather awkward my being here alone with you like
this.    I don't think you had better come in with me.3

* That's rather unpleasant, dear/

* Yes, it is, and I wanted you to have some tea as
well as myself too, because you must be tired.'

'Well, let me have some with you, then. I was
denied once before, if you recollect, Fancy/

* Yes, yes, never mind !    And it seems unfriendly
of me now, but I don't know what to do/

' It shall be as you say, then/ Dick began to
retreat with a dissatisfied wrinkling of face, and a
farewell glance at the cosy tea-trayft

4 But you don't see how it is, Dick, when you
speak like that/ she said with more earnestness than
she had ever shown before. * You do know that even
if I care very much for you I must remember that
I have a difficult position to maintain. The vicar
would not like me, as his schoolmistress, to indulge in
a t$te-a-t$te anywhere with anybody/

* But I am not any body!' exclaimed Dick.

' No, no, I mean with a young man ;' and she
added softly, 'unless I were really engaged to be
married to him/

* Is that all ?    Then, dearest, dearest, why we'll be
engaged at once, to be sure we will, and down I sit!
There it is, as easy as a glove!'

' Ah! but suppose I won't! And, goodness me,
what have I done!' she faltered, getting very red.
' Positively, it seems as if I meant you to say that!'

130